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DAYTON, Ohio -As they did in the Oklahoma bombing, the 1993 World Trade Center 
bombing and the bombing of two U.S. embassies in Africa, federal grand juries are likely to play 
a substantial role in investigating the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon, say two experts on grand juries. 
"The intricate web of terrorism needed to pull off the multiple attacks likely involved 
hundreds of people and spanned the globe," said Susan Brenner, associate dean for academic 
affairs at the University of Dayton School of Law and co-author of Federal Grand Jury Practice. "It 
may require years of investigation and millions of dollars for the U.S. justice system to untangle 
that web." 
Brenner and Lori Shaw, UD law school lecturer, are responsible for the Grand Jury Web 
site located at: http:/ /www.udayton.edu/~grandjur/. The pair have written about grand juries 
in "Using a Grand Jury to Investigate the September 11,2001, Terrorist Attacks," found online 
at http:/ /www.udayton.edu/news/nr/092601a.html. 
"This article explains why grand juries will be used in these investigations," Brenner 
said. "It also seeks to demystify the grand jury, the least understood and most secretive 
component of the American justice system. And it outlines some of the challenges involved in 
conducting an international investigation." 
Some highlights: 
• Grand juries do two things- investigate to determine if federal crimes have been 
committed and bring charges against those whom the grand jury believes committed 
-federal crimes. 
• Grand juries operate in secret, allowing prosecutors to shield the evidence they are 
gathering from the press and others. Transcripts are secret so witnesses can testify 
without fear their testimony will come to public light. 
• Grand juries give prosecutors the power to subpoena witnesses and evidence from 
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 
(937) 229-3241 (937) 229-3063 Fax 
www.udayton.edu 
around the country and, in some cases, from other countries as well. Unlike a witness 
being interrogated by federal agents, witnesses in front of a grand jury are required to 
answer questions posed with the sole exception of invoking the fifth amendment against 
self-incrimination. 
• Grand juries can issue an evidence subpoena without showing probable cause or 
establishing any other evidentiary standard to issue subpoenas for documents, 
computers, blood samples or any other type of physical evidence. 
• Grand juries can hear evidence that is not admissible in court, such as hearsay 
evidence and evidence obtained as the result of an illegal search and seizure. 
Shaw points out that grand juries comprise 16 to 23 people, and at least 16 jurors must 
be present for a grand jury to do business. 
"They come from every walk of life," she said. "The idea is to have average American 
citizens who, as the U.S. Supreme Court said in Wood v. Georgia, 'stand between the accuser 
and the accused, whether the latter be an individual, a minority group, or other, to determine 
whether a charge is founded upon reason or was dictated by an intimidating power or by 
malice and personal ill will."' 
The pair point out that a federal grand jury investigating the attack at the World Trade 
Center has already convened in White Plains, N.Y. But unlike the grand jury investigating the 
Clinton-Lewinsky scandal, the public will not likely hear any rumors or leaks from those 
proceedings. 
"The law of grand jury secrecy does not apply to grand jury witnesses, only to 
prosecutors, grand jurors, court reporters and others who assist with a grand jury 
investigation," Brenner said. "Witnesses subpoenaed to testify about the Sept. 11 attacks are, 
however, far less likely to let it be known that they have testified before the grand jury -those 
who were associates of the terrorists will keep silent because of a fear of retaliation. Others will 
no doubt keep silent out of respect for the investigation, on the theory that revealing their 
testimony might help the targets of the investigation escape justice." 
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For media interviews, contact Susan Brenner at (937) 229-3794 or via e-mail at 
susan.brenner@notes.udayton.edu and Lori Shaw at (937) 229-2218 or via e-mail at 
lori.shaw@notes.udayton.edu. 
